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is * * * Tt is well thatit was none of our Valley people
or we would have great censure.

This evening the little son Rudolf of Henry Hoesli of
Diessbach died; he declined a long time and suffered from
convulsions. It was sad to see him when sick and not be
able to give him any relief. He was on the morning of the
20th with the customary services committed to the waves;
we sang the 188 Hymn. Myself and every feeling person
can imagine how painful it must be for parents who have
loved a child to commit it to the watery elements. We that
were born and brought up on the land are unused to such
disposition. We think it more comforting to intrust our
dead to mother earth on firm land, but when one considers
that the water as well as the land is a creation of God and
that finally on the day of judgement the reward follows
the deeds, then it can make no difference when, where, or
how, we must die. If we have only lived so as to be ready,
it is well. The goodness of God made itself evident in the
case of Barbara, the mother of the dead child; her husband
confined to his bed by sickness could give her no assist-
ance in the care of the child. Other friends were weak and
seasick and she alone had to watch and care for the dying
one, many a time when no one else could venture on deck
in the fierce storm, in greatest danger of being thrown
down and washed overboard, she went to cook some warm
food for her beloved child. This day we again got along
swiftly, the wind blew strong and steady from the rear,
and I just have heard the report that the Captain has said
that even with moderately favorable wind we would see
land tomorrow afternoon. How glad we would be if it prove
true.

On the 2ist our hope is again cheated. No America in
sight yet. I have determined to believe no more reports;
what the eyes see the heart believes. I shall trust only my
own eyes. This afternoon it rained harder than I ever saw
it before; it ran in streams for an hour, and it was sultry
to suffocation, all of the passengers below crowded for air
to the openings. It is remarkable to notice for us, that



